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Dear Friends,

As | write these notes — | cannot but reflect on the position we are all in at
present during these unprecedented times. Initially | wondered whether the
appropriate word to use at this time was ‘despair’ — but then | realised that
such is a state of being without ‘Hope’ and you and | are far from being
considered to be without hope — not least due to our Christian belief.

Then | wondered about the word ‘ regret’. Without doubt there is profound
sadness and disappointment at this time of restrictions on our civil liberties and
not least at the suffering and death that ‘Covid 19’ leaves in its wake.

| also wondered was the appropriate word perhaps ‘annoyance ‘- feeling
annoyed at our inability to be amongst friends and family and the community
at large.

However- strange and all as it might seem — the word ‘Blessing’ comes to mind.
Despite the pain and suffering — for those of us fortunate enough to escape
from the pervasive nature of this new worldwide virus- | do believe that we
have reason to turn to God and thank him for our wellbeing. This in no way is
intended to neglect in any way those whose livelihoods have been either
temporarily or permanently destroyed and whom we must constantly
remember. Our thoughts and prayers are with all directly affected.

Pause for thought! Could ‘Social Distancing’ actually make us think about
Matthew 22 v 39? Could we ‘Love our neighbour as ourselves’ in a more real
and practical way? Thank you - to each one of you for all that you have done
and are doing for yourselves, your family and for the community.

Some of us — yours truly — have found that a whole new world lies within and
beyond the ’screen’. We are planning and have already ‘aired’ a number of
‘online’ services on YouTube. We may have a little way to go before we are in
the running for an ‘Oscar’ but hopefully we can bring a short message Sunday
by Sunday to all corners of the parish. Details of how to access these ‘virtual’
wonders will be circulated each week by our ever efficient parish administrator.

Events concerning Covid 19 are moving rapidly and by the time of publication of
this edition of ‘PINS’ some positive steps to at least commence the ‘Reversal of
the Lockdown’ are anticipated to have occurred.

We look forward to celebrating the Festival of Pentecost with renewed hope
and joy. We live with the Hope of the Risen Christ. We will overcome.

Revd. Niall



Happy
Belated
Birthday

Essie!

Sorry we couldn’t
celebrate with you.

Congratulations
to Dorothy, Dave and Holly
at Rectory Cottage

on the birth of Oscar.
We wish you all lots of
love and happiness.




Well done to
Anna O’Toole
overall winner of our

April competitions.

Look out for a surprise in the post!

Easter

We were fortunate over the Easter period to have several sources of
worship, despite the ‘lockdown’. Aside from the various services on
radio, television and online, we were lucky enough to have a short
service for Easter uploaded to Youtube by Rev. Niall Stratford, and a
Reflection for Holy Week plus an Easter Holy Communion service
from Rev. Nigel Waugh.

If that wasn’t enough, Peter Johnston treated us to a daily piece from
the Parish Choir during Holy Week, set to time lapse videos, mostly of
sunrises and sunsets. These were a great comfort to parishioners.

Many thanks to all of you.

Sustentation and Weekly Giving

If you are in a position to donate as normal to keep the Parish
afloat, please do so by using the bank details below. It is very
important to reference your name please.

Bank: AIB, Church Rd., Greystones

Account Name: Select Vestry Parish of Newcastle &
Newtownmountkennedy

IBAN: IE72AIBK 9335 5415 2450 30

BIC : AIBKIE2D
Thank you.




Song of Hope

1. O sweet To-morrow! - 2. While the winds wing us
After to-day Sighs from The Gone,
There will away Nearer to dawn
This sense of sorrow. Minute-beats bring us;
Then let us borrow When there will sing us
Hope, for a gleaming Larks of a glory
Soon will be streaming, Waiting our story
Dimmed by no gray - Further anon -
No gray! Anon!

3. Doff the black token,
Don the red shoon,
Right and retune
Viol-strings broken;
Null the words spoken
In speeches of rueing,
The night cloud is hueing,
To-morrow shines soon -
Shines soon!

Thomas Hardy

Superstitions associated with Ascension Day 21st May:

o According to Welsh superstition, it is unlucky to do any work on Ascension
Day.

o In Devon, it was an ancient belief that the clouds always formed into the
familiar Christian image of a lamb.

o If the weather is sunny, the summer will be long and hot; but if it rains,
crops will do badly and livestock, especially cattle, will suffer from disease.

» Rain collected on Ascension Day is said to be good for inflamed or diseased
eyes.

o Those suffering from goiter should bite into the bark of a peach tree at
midnight on Ascension Day, so that the disease passes to the tree and the
sufferer is cured.

« Gifts to the blind or lame made on this day are sure to be rewarded with
great wealth within the following twelve months.




Rogationtide

The Rogation Days (from the Latin rogare, ‘to ask’) are the three
weekdays before Ascension Day. However, in practice, many
churches have observed Rogation on the preceding Sunday (this
year on Sunday 17th May). The Prayer Book Gospel includes the
words of Jesus, ‘Whatsoever ye shall ask for in my Name, he will
give it you’ — words associated with the heavenly intercession of the
ascended Christ.

Originally, the Christian observance of

Rogation was taken over from Graeco-

Roman religion, where an annual

procession invoked divine favour to

protect crops against mildew. The

tradition grew of using processional

litanies, often around the parish

boundaries, for the blessing of the land.

These processions concluded with a

mass. The Rogation procession was

suppressed at the Reformation, but it

was restored in 1559.

The poet George Herbert interpreted the procession as a means of
asking for God’s blessing on the land, of preserving boundaries, of
encouraging fellowship between neighbours with the reconciling of
differences, and of charitable giving to the poor. The tradition of
‘beating the bounds’ has been preserved in some communities,
while others maintain the traditional use of the Litany within
worship.

In more recent times, the scope of Rogation has been widened to
include petition for the world of work and for accountable
stewardship, and prayer for local communities, whether rural or
urban. Not to mention, in our case, the blessing of a wide
assortment of animals over the years.



Intercessions for Rogationtide
Let us ask the God of creation to send a blessing upon us.

Upon the rich earth send a blessing, O Lord.
Let the earth be fruitful
and its resources be hallowed.
We ask in faith:
we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon human labour send a blessing, O Lord.
Prosper the work of our hands;
may all find dignity and just reward in their work;
free the exploited and oppressed.
We ask in faith:
we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon the produce of the earth send a blessing, O Lord.
Guide us into a sustainable future,
and give us the will to share the fruits of the world.
We ask in faith:
we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon the seas and waters send a blessing, O Lord.
Teach us to cherish the water of the earth,
and to conserve the seas, lakes and rivers.
We ask in faith:
we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

Upon aid agencies send a blessing, O Lord.

Where the earth is parched and the well has run dry;
where war brings want, and children go hungry;
where the poor cry out for bread and for justice,

give hands to care and heal, and compel us to be generous.
We ask in faith:
we ask you to hear us, good Lord.

We ask you to hear us, good Lord,
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.



Sister Mary’s work is supported by Calary Parish









Church Bulletin Bloopers - Oops!
The Senior Choir invites any member of the congregation who enjoys sinning to join.

Barbara remains in the hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions. She is
also having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of Pastor Nelson's sermons.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen in the
basement on Friday afternoon.

The associate minister unveiled the church's new tithing campaign slogan last Sunday:
'l Upped My Pledge - Up Yours.'

This evening at 7:00 p.m. there will be hymn singing in the park across from the
church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin.

Next Thursday, there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get.

The 'Over 60s Choir' will be disbanded for the summer with the thanks of the entire
church.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our Church and community.
A song fest was hell at the Methodist church Wednesday.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What is hell?' Come early
and listen to our choir practice.

22 members were present at the meeting held at the home of Mrs. Marsha Crutchfield
last evening. Mrs. Crutchfield and Mrs. Rankin sang a duet, The Lord Knows Why.

Let us join David and Lisa in the celebration of their wedding and bring their
happiness to a conclusion.

Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles, and other items to be recycled. Proceeds
will be used to cripple children.

After the sermon: A moment of silence for prayer and medication.
The class on prophecy has been cancelled due to unforeseen circumstances.

The beautiful flowers on the altar this morning are to celebrate the birth of David Alan
Belzer, the sin of Rev. and Mrs. Julius Belzer.

Ushers will swat the latecomers.
The Rev. Merriwether spoke briefly, much to the delight of the audience.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It is a great chance to get rid of those things not
worth keeping around the house. Don't forget your husbands.

When parking on the north side of the church, please remember to park on an angel.
Pastor is on vacation. Massages can be given to church secretary.
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday morning.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.



SUDOKO

The aim of the game is to fill each square
with a number from 1 - 9.
Each number can only appear once in the
same row, column or 3 x 3 box.






COL URING



Playschool

Parish Centre, Church Lane, Newcastle

Open 9am to 12.30pm
5 days a week
Full-time and Part-time places
ECCE and non-ECCE

BOOKING FOR
SEPTEMBER

Bright modern facilities
2 outdoor spaces
(one on artificial grass and
one large natural play area)
Huge indoor hall

Montessori
Gardening, sports, book club, cooking
Interacting with nature

Phone: 087-2866889



May the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace in
believing, so that by the
power of the Holy Spirit

you may abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

USEFUL INFORMATION

Sunday Morning Service BBC Radio Ulster 10.15am
Sunday Service on Sunday RTE 1 11.00am
Songs of Praise BBC 1 1.15pm

Dublin & Glendalough listing of local services
available online at www.dublin.anglican.org




