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Dear Friends,

The introduction to the Ash Wednesday service in the Book of
Common Prayer highlights why, as Christians, we observe the season
of Lent. We are called to keep these days, still our hearts and minds
and hear the call to repentance and the assurance of forgiveness that are
proclaimed in the gospels. We are invited to observe a holy Lent,
through self examination and repentance, prayer, fasting and by
reading and meditating on God’s holy word. Yet Lent is not all about
giving things up, fasting or abstaining. In Lent we can also take things
up! We can use this period of 40 days to make changes in our lives, to
take up new activities, to perhaps give of our time to help others, to
help those in our communities or perhaps further afield. Sadly we live
in a world that needs help. This Lent, let us reflect on the importance of
the sacrifice made for us all at Easter and let us also use these 40 days
to make our world a better place.

Our Lenten reflection series 2025 starts on Wednesday 5th March at
8pm 1n the parish centre and continues each Wednesday during lent
with our final one on Wednesday 16th April. It is accessible to
everyone and all are warmly welcome!

Bishops’ appeal and Church of Ireland Youth Department have teamed
up for a special Pancakes and Prayer initiative for Lent, focusing on
schools in South Sudan within the dioceses of Ibba. They are part of
the Fields of Life Thrive programme. With this in mind, on Sunday
2nd, Sunday Club will be having a pancake morning and for the
‘youthful at heart’” we will have pancakes at our weekly Rector’s
Breakfast in the Parish centre on Tuesday 4th March! Boxes available
both days if you would like to donate to this worthy cause. Please do
join us, if you can!

Heat has returned to Newecastle church, sincere thanks to Robert,
James, Peter and Ed! Services are back to our normal times in March.

A huge thank you to Kim and her team following the success of the
fashion event held in the parish centre on Saturday 22nd February.
Thank you also to everybody who supported the event. Nearly €2,500
was raised for the parish and towards the new playground in Newcastle
village!




On the evening of Saturday 1st March, at 7pm, Sandy Blackley, who
has recently moved to Newcastle, will give a talk on the humanitarian
trips that he has taken to Ukraine, and why they continue to need our
support. All are very welcome!

On Tuesday, 4th March, the Reverend Natasha Quinn-Thomas will
become the Rector of our neighbouring parish of Delgany. We
welcome our new neighbour and we wish her every blessing in her
new ministry!

Congratulations to our other neighbours in Wicklow, Rev. Jack and
Rachael, on their new arrival, baby Rossa! We wish them every
blessing!

On Friday 7th March, International Day of Prayer, Newcastle church
will be open from 7 pm for personal prayer and reflection.

On St Patrick’s Day, we will have a short service in Calary church at
9.30 am, followed at 11.30 am by the St. Patrick’s Day parade in
Newtownmountkennedy, with our Youth Groups joining the Parade for
the first time! Please come and support them, alongside all the other
local community groups that will be involved.

On Saturday 22nd March we are looking forward to hosting the Dublin
and Glendalough Church’s Ministry of Healing Quiet Day, in the
parish centre in Newcastle. Lydia Monds from CMH:I will be leading
the quiet day, centred on Psalm 23. All are very welcome!

On Friday 28th March we will be holding our regular Friday tea/coffee
morning but it will be in aid of the Irish Cancer Society, Daffodil Day
appeal. Please come along and bring a friend! All are warmly welcome
and all donations gratefully received.

Rehearsals are under way for this years Newcastle
Players performance which will take place after
Easter!

Wishing you all a blessed Lent.

God bless,




Calary News

A World Day of Prayer Service for local parishes, which includes
Calary, will be held in Powerscourt Church on Friday 7th March at
7:30pm. All are welcome. As usual we have been asked to supply three
readers to take part in the service so if anyone would like to volunteer
to do one of the readings please let June or Ethni know asap.

Table Tennis has moved to Wednesday evening, still at 7:30pm.
Contact 086 8092211.

The programme for “Music in Calary” for 2025 has now been final-
ised. Many thanks to Derek, Andrew and Charlotte for all their hard
work in getting together an amazing programme for this year.

Please join us!
All abilities welcome!

Wednesday 7:30pm
Calary church room

For more information call
Ethni on 086 8092211




Talk on the humanitarian convoy to

Ukraine in December 2023

by Sandy Blackley

In December 2023, Sandy Blackley, who has recently moved to Newcastle, Co Wicklow, was part
of a convoy of 4x4 jeeps carrying Humanitarian Aid to Ukraine.

He received huge support both in cash and medical aids not only in the North Cork area, but from
supporters throughout Ireland and abroad.

During the trip which involved 3000km driving through France, Belgium, Germany and Poland he
sent back reports fo his local newspaper whicE ave extensive coverage. On returning to Fermoy
he put fogether an edited 45min presentation wﬂich has been receiveg by three groups of 60
people in the North Cork area.

With the support of the Newcastle and Newtownmountkennedy with Calary group of parishes he
will be giving this presentation on Saturday 1st March at 7pm in the Parish Centre, Newcastle,
Ab63 X782

This is not a fundraising exercise but rather an opﬁortuni? to thank supporters and to keep the
issue of Ukraine alive. No tickets are needed but there will be a basket at the door for
contributions for a Ukraine Support group.

There will be refreshments following the presentation. To help with expected numbers for catering
please RSVP fo Sandy at atbcob3@gmail.com or by text or WhatsApp to 086 8292863,
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Parishes of Newcastle and Newtownmountkennedy
with Calary

PRAYER
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Wednesday 5th March to Wednesday 16th April

Time: 8pm Venue: Parish Centre, Newcastle
Rerfresiments provided

All are warmly welcome!






Parishes of Newcastle and Newtownmountkennedy with Calary

"l can do all
t hrough him
g e s me
t ngtlth."

IV
S r e

P hilipwpians A4 1 3

World Day of Prayer
7th March 2025

Please join us in Newcastle Church
4 -

/
,
|

at 7pm




40 Lent Scriptures

T0 Drdw near 10 GOD

Day 1 "Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you." James 4:8

Day 2 "And he is the image of the invisible God."
Colossians 1:15

Day 3 "Come, all you who are thirsty." Is. 55:1

Day 4 "And from them will flow streams of living
waters." John 7:38

Day 5 "He is the firstborn over all creation.”
Colossians 1:15

Day 6 "My ways are not your your ways, nor my
thoughts your thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8

Day 7 "There is a way that seems right to a person,
but in the end, it leads to death." Proverbs 14:12
Day 8 "Arise and shine for your light has come."
Isaiah 60:1

Day 9 "And the people living in darkness have seen a
great light." Matthew 4:16

Day 10 "No servant is greater than His master."
Matthew 10:24

Day 11 "That he lays down his life for his friends."
John 15:13

Day 12 "In you, we live and move and have our
being." Acts 17:28

Day 13 "I have set before you an open door which no
man can shut." Rev 3:8

Day 14 "I am the way, the truth, and the life." John
14:6

Day 15 "In the beginning, God created.” Genesis 1:1
Day 16 "l looked and saw a great multitude, from
every nation and tribe and people and tongue,
standing before the Lamb." Rev 7:9

Day 17 "Weeping may last for a night, but joy comes
in the morning.” Psalm 30:5

Day 18 "There is no language where their voice is
not heard." Psalm 19:3

Day 19 "Be still and know that | am God." Psalm
46:10

Day 20 "You are the light of the world." Matthew 5:14

Day 21 "A city set on a hill cannot be hidden."
Matthew 5:14

Day 22 "No one comes to the Father except through
me." John 14:6

Day 23 "I am the beginning and the end." Rev 21.6
Day 24 "According to the eternal purpose that He
accomplished in Christ Jesus." Ephesians 3:11

Day 25 "I was dead, and behold, now | am alive
forever more." Rev 1:18

Day 26 "I hold the keys to death and Hell." Rev 1:18
Day 27 "There is no one who can snatch them out of
my hand.” John 10:18

Day 28 "And we have put our trust in His love."

1 John 4:16

Day 29 "And lead me in the way everlasting." Psalm
139:24

Day 30 "How abundant are the good things that you
have stored up for those that fear you." Psalm 31:19
Day 31 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of Heaven." Matthew 5:3

Day 32 "All who come after me must deny
themselves, pick up their cross, and follow me."
Luke 9:23

Day 33 “In your light, we see light." Psalm 36:9

Day 34 "But small is the gate and narrow the way that
leads to life and only a few find it." Matthew 7:14
Day 35 "There is no other name under heaven by
which men must be saved." Acts 4:12

Day 36 "Truly, | say to you, unless one is born
again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God." John 3:3
Day 37 "If you seek me, you will find me, if you seek
me with your whole heart." Jeremiah 29:13

Day 38 "The word is near you, in your mouth and in
your heart." Romans 10:8

Day 39 "Then you will know the truth and the truth will
set you free." John 8:32

Day 40 "When he found one very precious pearl, he
sold all he had and bought it." Matthew 13:46
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WOMEN' S DAY

MARCH 8

International Women's Day is a holiday celebrated annually
as a focal point in the women's rights movement. I\WD gives
focus to issues such as gender equality, reproductive rights,
and violence and abuse against women.

God our Creator, you have built up your Church through
the love and devotion of women everywhere. Inspire us to
follow their great example that we may, with them, share
in the vision of your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, Amen.

pancakes
S prayer

LENT CAMPAIGN 2025

In partnership with

Bishops'
_Appeal

fields of life




Saturday 22nd March, Newcastle Parish Centre,
10am - 3pm Co. Wicklow, A63 X782.

HE RESTORES MY SOUL
A Quiet Day reflecting on Psalm 23

Facilitated by Lydia Monds, CMH:I
Sessions will include:

Time exploring the Psalm in new ways.
Contemplative prayer practices
Time for silence, personal reflection

3 & creative response.

Tea, Coffee & Soup prowded B. Y O Iunch
Free Event. Donations welcome. To book, contact Jeanne:
healing.dgdcegmail.com

On Mothering Sunday

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you as we
a beuque+ ‘F@Y celebrate Mothering Sunday, a chance to

N express thankfulness and joy as we remember
\\/ & M, our own mothers and the mother figures in our
\b \ lives. We celebrate their wisdom and their
base arting hose wh il Hheseuhohe  STENGEN. Surround them with your love, hope
bo oo methers  welher/child lest s and comfort. May they feel appreciated and

relabensips honoured, not just today but everyday.

v %** \ today will be difficult and sad. We ask that your

tedhers whe  fhese uhe dortt  mother fgues unfailing love will surround them and that they
hove laskclden  know e webers ol s.ms will feel your presence in their lives. Amen.

> - 'l-fu‘

We also remember and pray for those for whom




- Irish
Cancer Society
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Daffodil Day
Coffee Morning
in aid of
Irish Cancer Society
Friday 28th March
10:30-12noo0n
Parish Centre,
Newcastle A63 X782

All Welcome!




Information & Booking Music in Calary is Sponsored
01 281 8118 | derekneilson11@gmail.com by Wicklow Co. Co. Arts

Calary Church is on the R766 | Exit 8 off N11 | A98 H766
Concerts startat8 pm €15|€18




Around the Parishes In February!

Happy Birthday Tony!

Castle Kidz celebrating St
Valentine’s Day

f £

Junior Youth
Group Fun




St Francis’ whole
school trip to
Newcastle Aerodrome

Sunday Club making
St Brigid’s Day
Crosses




PLEASE JOIN U3 IN THE PARISH CENTRE

Tew, Coffoe and tieals!

FRIDAY MORNINGY FROM
10:50AM - 12PM

ALL WARLMY . WELCOME!

[F YOU CAN HELP OUT ONCE PER MONTH OR ON AN AD
HOC BASIS, PLEASE LET RO35 OR ONE OF OUR
VOLUNTEERS KNOW!

/ . ;23§







ENTRANCE €25 WITH A GLASS OF BUBBLY INCLUDED
ALL ARE WELCOME

7PM TILL LATE l FISHERS, NEWTOWN A63 HW54
PURCHASE TICKETS VIA QRCODE

St Francis National School

CLASSIC

Contact Amy at 087 639 9299

Prize Giving
afterwards
in Club House

Wicklow Golf Club, Dunbur Road, Wicklow A67 VP29

Christmas Tree Recycling

The Christmas tree collection was also another highlight of Term 1, It
raised €2,300 and it involved 8 parents from the school and about 10
hours of their time at the end of the Christmas holidays. We feel
privileged to have such an active, involved group of parents even outside
of the Parents Association. So thank you to everyone involved.

Wine Night
I think everyone who attended this event will agree that a great night was had]
by all. It certainly didn’t’ feel like a fundraising event - although an amazing
€2 370 was raised on the night, A huge thanks to Vaughan & Nicola Yates who
worked very hard on putting this together - using their many contacts in the
wine industry and of fering a very fun and educational evening. The biggest
surprise of the night was the joy of realising that all those great bottles of
wine could be found at Watchorn's Daybreak (in our very own local shop.)

Community
Fund

We are delighted to inform you that St Francis NS
has been selected to be part of Tesco Community
Fund, in Tesco, Kilcoole

From Monday 24th of February
for 12 weeks
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BOWLS CLUB
THURSDAYS AT 7-30PN O
PARISH CENTRE, NEWCASTLE
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During Termtime friend{y ng"
in the Parish Centre (We sing at monthly ’Ho/v (Communion services
and for special egents. T#

for information, plédse cantai.
All very welcome! = \ P " vfnd_van 0&3 1591873 & i




Book Cluk

Wednesday 26th March

7:45-8:30pm

In the Parish Centre Youth Room

Refreshments provided!

Looking forward to seeing you
there!

From Ist year students upwards!

— :.‘. - — nils.”.

If you would like to read along we are currently reading
Happy Head by Josh Silver

‘Like Hunger Games but better’
SUE WALLMAN

WE ARE IN AN EPIDEMIC.
AN EPIDEMIC OF UNHAPPINESS.

FRIENDS, HERE IS THE GOOD NEWS:
HAPPYHEAD HAS THE ANSWER.

When Seb is sel  for an retreat designed

to tackle teenage unhappiness, it's his chance to finally

be good at samething. Getting close to the troublad Finn
is definitely not part of the plan.

But the challenges the participants must undergo become
more unsettling by the day. And togethar the boys start
10 question the true nature of the experiment

What is it that HappyHead really wents from them?
And will they even make it out alive?

‘A truly thought-provoking thriller, channelling
the menace of dystopian favourites such as
The Maze Runner and The Hunger Games.'
OBSERVER

‘Cancel your reading slump,
because Josh Silver has arrived.'

MELISSA WELLIVER, AUTHOR OF
MY LOVE LIFE AND THE APOCALYPSE




YOUTH CLUB A
Join us! = /4l

March - Friday 7th & 21st
7:30pm - 9PM

h
Sundav 16th Marc
Pansh Cen“'e

from 1ot year up/

SLINDAY cLug
F reb ,Youth

Sunday 2nd March - Pancakes and Bookmarks!
Sunday 16th March - St Patrick's Day Fun!

Newcastle Church 12pm!!

Games  Treasure Hunts

é
4 v 2l
% k T" ‘tor‘e’ Wednesday
. \\’\ . 7pm-7:45pm
Bak.ng - Am & craﬂ’ Newcastle Parish Centre

Come and join the fun!
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ON THE ROAD TO EASTER WORD SEARCH

H F D J Z AS HWEITUDNESDAYH HRR
N O A C O D FR I DAY JEJSU BOTESE
G OLPASS OVERPASTPFPFORLSS
TTMYBMEFJESUAJACKAYUU
NWS P S GCOLOVELTETCEUDNTRRHR
NAGCRTFARLUPALMEBRANGCMHER
J S1 AAFTPLYESTETILISOUJUSE
CHVYYSOYUJYNUAFTAETRUSC
J 1 1 ETRDRRMTNSTIEHSSST
A NNR I HAPWDUJUDTC CRIXUDWII
NGGCNOYLWEHA AAETETYGSAZO
W EUDNGCL S EHOLYWETEIHKMHTYTCN
Ash Holy Week Palm Branch

Wednesday  oly Thursday Forty Days

Sacnfice Good Friday  Jesus

AImsgiving  Holy Saturday Passover

Prayer Easter Foot Washing

Fasting Palm Sunday Resurrection

Lent Purple Love




This lent why not try to do something positive each day! An act of kindness
e.g. using kind words, helping tidy up etc. Anact of friendship e.g. include
someone, paly a game with a neighbour etc. An extra moment of prayer,
Spending more time out in nature, Taking a minute to be grateful for what
you have, Read a bible story, Set aside time to read more of your book,
Draw something, Sing, Dance... anything at all but something with intention
each day.




March

The sun is nervous
As a kite

That can't quite keep
[ts own string tight.

Some days are fair,
And some are raw.

The timid earth
Decides to thaw.

Shy budlets peep
From twigs on trees,
And robins join
The chickadees.

Pale crocuses

Poke through the ground
Like noses come

To sniff around.

The mud smells happy
On our shoes.
We still wear mittens,

Which we lose.




Easy Pancake Recipe |

Ingredients

* 100g plain flour

- 2 large eggs

« 300ml milk

« 1 tbsp sunfliower or vegetable oil plus a little extra for frying
* lemon wedges to serve (optional)

- caster sugar to serve (optional

Method

Put 1009 plain flour, 2 large eggs, 300ml milk. 1 tbsp sunflower or vegetable oil and a
pinch of salt into a bowl or large jug. then whisk to a smooth batter. This should be
similar in consistency to single cream.

Set aside for 30 mins to rest if you have time, or start cooking straight away

Set a medium frying pan or crépe pan over a medium heat and carefully wipe it with
some oiled kitchen paper.

When hot. cook your pancakes for 1 min on each side until golden, using around half a
ladleful of batter per pancake. Keep them warm in a low oven as you make the rest

Serve with lemon wedges and caster sugar, or your favourite filling. Once cold, you can
layer the pancakes between baking parchment, then wrap in cling film and freeze for
up to two months.



CasﬂeKldz
Childcare

Parish Centre, Church Lane, Newcastle

Playschool
Open 9am to 12 noon
5 days a week
Full-time and Part-time places
ECCE and non-ECCE
Excellent facilities indoors and outdoors

Afterschool
Open 1:20pm to 6pm
5 days a week
Full-time and Part-time places available

For information and booking:
Please contact Joanne on
087 7216929

Registered for National Childcare Scheme

Now taking bookings for September 2025




We're looking for
a Junior Choir

Teacher

Az Monday 2:30-3:30pm & One
), >+ Sunday per month
| i 11:300m-12:?p

Please
contact Ross |/
on087 .|
9892941
—4__"/Competitive rates of pay

'.,45/
1
]

i
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Parish Centre Room Hire

Large hall with stage suitable for
performances, seminars, parties,
sport, dance and much more!

Also, a fully equipped kitchen, a
youth room, sitting room and large
conference room.

Wheelchair accessible.

Contact the parish office for more details or to
view on 085-1640133

Parish Centre, Church Lane, Newcastle, A63 X782




%
:g@ If you would like to help, it
ﬂﬁ‘# would be greatly appreciated!
%@ Please let one of our church ‘P
- wardens know.,

Y .E%r“ Thank you!

’ Newcastle Chwrok B

We'd be delighted with your help!

' Ifyou can help out, please add your name to the
rotas at the back of the church!

Thank you! d




he Dreascplace
of St. Pacrick

Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ within me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,

Christ when I sit down,

Christ when I arise,

Christ in the heart of every man
who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone
who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear who hears me.




DATE CHURCH (TIME | ? |SERVICE READING
The Sunday : . y
before Lent St Matthew's 10:45 RS Communion |2 Corinthians 3: 12 - 4: 2
Transfiguration Newecastle 12:00 Luke 9: 28.36
Isaiah 58: 1-12
Wednesd
Vs | stMatthews| 1030 |rs| . HOW Psalm 51: 1-18
' Communion |2 Corinthians 5:20 - 6:10
Ash Wednesday Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21
Friday 7th Church open
World day of | Newcastle 7pm |RS for
Prayer Prayer
Cala 9:3() . Deuteronomy 26: 1-11
Surlzday . St Matﬂzw's 10:45 |c| Moming | Psalm91: 1-2,9-16
ef.iVSt ' Prayer Romans 10: 8b-13
Sunday in Lent | Newcastle | 12:00 Luke 4: 1-13
Sunday 16th Calary 9:30 Service GenesisPI 51: 1-2172, 17-18
' . Salm
The se.cond St Matthew's | 10:45 | RS of Philippians 3: 17 - 4: 1
Sunday in Lent [ Newcastle | 12:00 the Word Luke 13: 31-35

Holy Communion is celebrated every Wednesday,
with prayer for the sick, at 10.30am in St Matthew’s.

Everyone is warmly welcome for tea/coffee in the

McLean Room after all services.
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DATE CHURCH | TIME | ? |SERVICE READING
: Psalm 106: 1-5
;Wlo)nd_ai ,IZth Calary 9:30 RS l\/ll)ornmg Isaiah 51: 1-8
t Patrick’s Day rayer Acts 16: 6-10
Sundav 23rd Calary 9:30 Service of Isaiah 55: 1-9
y Wholeness Psalm 63: 1-9
The third St Matthew's | 10:45 |RS . 1 Corinthi 10: 1-13
Sunday in Lent | N | 12:00 and Healing orinthians 10: 1-
unday ewcastle : Luke 13: 1-9
Sunday 30th | Calary | 9:30 q Family Joshua 5: 9-12
The fourth | St Matthew's | 10:45 |RS| > 900 1 .Piﬁlm 352, 601
Sunday in Lent | N i 12:00 Mothering orinthians J>: 16-
Y cwcaslle - Sunday Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32

-




