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Dear Friends, 
As I  sit and write these notes, the first of our daffodils in the rectory 
garden are starting to emerge, heralding new hope, new life in the 
world. However, they may have gotten their timing wrong, as it hasn’t 
felt very spring like! Newcastle escaped the snow in January (much to 
all school children’s regret!), though Calary had enough for 
everybody! The nearest we got to snow in the rectory were our 
beautiful snowdrops! 
 
We enjoyed a busy and fun Christmas in our parishes this year, with an 
excellent performance by St Francis NS, the community crib created 
by our amazing youth group in Newcastle village, community carol 
singing, carol services in Calary and Newcastle, midnight service in 
Newcastle and worship in all three beautiful churches on Christmas 
morning. My sincere thanks to everyone who decorated the churches 
so spectacularly, to the Byrne family and Ed who put up and decorated 
the tree in Newcastle church, to Diarmuid and Charlotte who put up the 
‘Calary star’, to our choir for their beautiful singing, to our readers, our 
Sunday club, youth clubs and their leaders, to Charlotte and Sheila for 
their wonderful organ playing and to everyone who attended our 
services. It was a great blessing to be able to come together as a 
community of faith at this truly special time of the year. 
 
Thanks to Jane for organising the food collection before Christmas and 
to all who donated! It all went to a good home, thank you! 
 
As a community we extend our deepest sympathy to the family and 
friends of Anne Garrett. Her funeral, a service of thanksgiving for her 
life was held in Newcastle church on Tuesday 7th January. We hold 
Karen, Maeve and their families in our prayers. We also extend our 
deepest sympathy to the family of Dorothy Guilford. Her funeral is on 
Thursday 30th January in Calary church at 2.30 pm. We keep all of her 
family and friends in our prayers. We were also deeply saddened to 
hear of the death of Iris Taylor. We hold her family and friends in our 
thoughts and prayers.  
 
Heavenly Father, may all who mourn know your presence and your 
love, until we are all reunited in your heavenly kingdom. Amen. 
 
We have a tea/coffee morning each Friday morning from 10:30-12pm,  



please drop in for a chat if you are free. Also, if you can help out on 
Friday per month or on an ad hoc basis, please contact me or pop in 
and chat to one of our volunteers. 
 
All groups and clubs are back in full swing, if you haven’t tried one 
out, please do! New members are always very welcome, bring a friend! 
 
A couple of dates for the diary! On Saturday 22nd February at 7:30pm 
we will hold our fashion event! It was a huge success last year! €20 for 
all the ladies, men’s and children’s clothes you can carry! Thank you to 
Kim for organising. 
 
On Wednesday 5th March we will start our Lenten prayer course, it 
will run on Wednesday evenings from 5th to 16th March. It will be a 
relaxed and  informative discussion with prayer and Lenten reflections. 
Refreshments will be provided! Everyone is warmly welcome! 
 
We are looking forward to the 2025 Newcastle players supper theatre. 
Karen is currently working on a new play, more information soon! 
 
Unfortunately a pipe burst in the boiler house in Newcastle church, 
leaving the boiler and the electrics under three feet of water! As a 
result, there will be no heat in Newcastle for the next few weeks. For 
February we will have united Sunday services in St. Matthew’s, at 
11am. My thanks to Ed, James, Peter and Robert for all they are doing 
to get this fixed! 
 
Sunday 2nd February is Candlemas, marking the end of the season of 
Epiphany and the real end of Christmas! I have no more excuses now 
about new year resolutions!  
 
As always, please call me if you would like to pray or chat or to 
arrange a home visit. My door is always open, my phone is always on 
and I am here to listen and help where I can. 
 
As we enter the month of February, I wish you all every blessing for St 
Brigid’s Day and the year ahead. 
 
God bless,  
Ross 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calary News 

Our Carol Service on the Friday before Christmas was standing room 

only and we would like to thank all those who came and   supported 

us. We raised €1,300 due to your generosity which was divided         

between Tiglin and Simon. We were joined by 6 members of the 

Steadfast Band and we would like to thank them and our soloists for 

helping us to “raise the roof”. Many thanks also to those who did the 

readings and to all who brought mince pies etc. for the refreshments 

afterwards.  

It was wonderful to see a full Church for our service on Christmas 

morning with families home for Christmas. 

 

Table Tennis 

We have decided to start up table tennis again on Thursday nights at 

7.30pm in the Church room. All welcome including beginners!  

For more information phone Ethni on 086 8092211  

 

 



 



 









Register of vestry persons 

If you would like to be added to the register of vestry persons, 

please contact Ross for any information or a form. Only         

registered persons are eligible to vote at the annual Easter     

General Vestry meeting and only registered persons are          

permitted to stand for election to the select vestry. Thank you! 

PINS 

We are trying to cut down on our printing! Fewer printed PINS 

will be available. PINS is emailed and sent on WhatsApp, if you 

would like to be added to the parish WhatsApp and/or the email 

list, please contact Ross or the parish office. If you wish to have 

PINS by post each month, please contact the parish office. There 

will be an annual fee of €15 (for postage). Also, if you have 

something to put in PINS, please send it to the parish office     

before the 22nd of the month! Thank you! 

Can you help? 

Many hands make light work! Tea, coffee, flowers, help at     

special services / events, if you can help out with anything at all, 

it would be much appreciated! Please contact Ross for more    

information, thank you!! 

Parish centre usage 

A gentle reminder to all groups, clubs and those who use the  

parish centre, please ensure you leave it as you found it! Please 

do not use the dishwasher if you can not stay to drain it and 

please contact Ross or leave a message with the  parish office 

before borrowing anything. Thank you! 

Weekly church envelope scheme 

They are ready for collection at the back of the churches! 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Donate to Fields Of Life 

You can help children in East Africa to thrive! 

 

When you give to Fields of Life, you provide children in East     
Africa with access to quality education and the opportunity to    
fulfil their potential. 

 

Thank you to those who already give to this worthwhile cause. 

 

If you give annually please note that your contribution is due in     
February/March. If you contribute monthly, by bank transfer, 
please check that this will continue for 2025. 

 

Please note that the monthly and annual contributions due have  
increased - for more information on this or if  you would like start  
sponsoring a child, please contact June or Charlotte for Calary and 
the Parish office for St. Matthew’s and Newcastle. 

 

Thank you! 

 











 

 

If you would like to read along we are currently reading 

Ready Player One by Ernest Cline! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Carols by Candlelight in Newcastle   

The Calary star! 

Youth Group Nativity 

in Newcastle village 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

Beautiful Advent wreath and Christmas 

tree in St Matthew’s church 

Sunday Club trees and bird feeders! 

Youth group Ice skating! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 Childcare 
Parish Centre, Church Lane, Newcastle 

 

Playschool 

Open 9am to 12 noon 

5 days a week 

Full-time and Part-time places 

ECCE and non-ECCE 

Excellent facilities indoors and outdoors 

 

Afterschool 

Open 1:20pm to 6pm 

5 days a week 

Full-time and Part-time places available 

 

For information and booking: 

Please contact Joanne on  

087 7216929  

 

Registered for National Childcare Scheme 

 

Now taking bookings for September 2025 



 
 
 

February is an exciting and busy month in St Francis’! They are 
continuing with their ‘Air’ theme and the whole school will visit 
Newcastle Airfield on the 5th February! They have had a talk by a 
storm chaser and will be visited by a retired pilot, they had owls in 
their classrooms and will have a kite making competition among other 
fun activities! On Friday 14th of February the PA and 6th class will 
host a ‘Valentine’s School Disco’ funds go toward the 6th class end of 
year trip to Carlingford! Half term is from 17th-21st February. Our 
monthly whole school church assembly is on Friday 28th February in 
Newcastle Church at 9am and all are warmly welcome to attend! 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing for St. Brigid’s Day  

 

May God bless the house wherein you dwell, 

Bless every fireside, every wall and door, 

Bless every heart that beats beneath its roof, 

Bless every hand that toils to bring it joy, 

Bless every foot that walks its portals through, 

May God bless the house that shelters you. 

 

Amen. 



DATE CHURCH TIME ? SERVICE READING 

Sunday 2nd 
 

 The  
Presentation 
of Christ in 
the Temple 

Calary   
                             

United  
Service 

St Matthew's 
  

9:30                        
 
 

11am 
 

RS 
 
 

RS 

 
 

Holy      
Communion 

 

 
Malachi 3: 1-5  

Psalm 84  
Hebrews 2: 14-18  

Luke 2: 22-40  

Sunday 9th                
 

The fourth 
Sunday      

before Lent 

Calary   
                             

United  
Service 

St Matthew's 
 

9:30                        
 
 

11am 
 

RS 
 
 

RS 

 
 

Morning 
Prayer 

 
Isaiah 6: 1-8       
 Psalm 138  

1 Corinthians 15: 1-11  
Luke 5: 1-11  

Sunday 16th                
 

The third 
Sunday       

before Lent 

Calary   
                             

United  
Service 

St Matthew's 
  

9:30                        
 
 

11am 
 

RS 
 
 

RS 

 
 

Service of 
the word 

 

 
Jeremiah 17: 5-10 

Psalm 1  
1 Corinthians 15:12-20  

Luke 6: 17-26  

Sunday 23rd                 
 

The second 
Sunday      

before Lent 

Calary   
                             

United  
Service 

St Matthew's 
  

9:30                        
 
 

11am 
 

RS 
 
 

RS 

 
 

Family  
Service 

 

 
Genesis 2: 4-9, 15-25  

Psalm 65  
Revelation 4  

Luke 8: 22-35  

 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Wednesday,  

with prayer for the sick,  at 10.30am in  St Matthew’s. 

 

 Everyone is welcome for tea/coffee in the           

McLean Room after all services. 




